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Northampton Mercury 17 November 1810 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette 7 May 1818 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette 28 May 1818 

 

  

A few days ago, an immensely large Eagle was shot by a 

Looker belonging to Mr. Murton, in Greenboroô-Marshes, 

in the parish of Upchurch, in Kent.  It was, in the first 

instance, only wounded, and for a time resisted both the 

man and his dog; it soon, however, became sick and threw 

up a kitten, soon after which it was killed.  It measured, 

from the bill to the tip of the tail, three feet and a half, and 

with the wings expanded eight feet.  The colour of the 

body, from the head to the tip of the tail, was of a dark ash 

colour, bordering on black; the feathers of the wings also 

nearly black; the bill about the nostrils thick ï towards the 

tip very sharp; the talons and legs yellow and very strong 

ï the latter feathered only just below the knees, and this 

circumstance seems to indicate its species ï that of the Sea 

Eagle or Osprey. 

 

A fine Osprey was shot by Mr Pelham last week at 

Brocklesby.  It had previously been seen to dive into the fish-

pond and bring up a large carp, with which it rose leisurely 

into the air; but again approaching the pond was killed.  It 

measured five feet from the tips of the wings, when extended. 

 

Ornithology.ðSaturday the Platalea Leucorodia, or 

white Spoonbill, a fine specimen of this rare visitant of our 

shores, was shot on the river Yare, near Yarmouth.  It 

measures two feet five inches high, weighs 3½ lbs, and the 

bill is 7 inches long.  The principal food of these birds must 

be shrimps, the above having the remains of several 

hundred in its craw.  
      A beautiful male bird, the Falco Hallaetus of 

Linnaeus, or Osprey, was shot a few days since on 

Braydon, near Yarmouth; the bird was seen to plunge into 

the water, and immediately after ascend to a great height 

with a fish in its claws; when at the greatest altitude the 
osprey dropped the fish, and whilst it was descending, 

followed it with the rapidity of lightning, and long before 

it reached the earth, dexterously caught it with its claws; 

and repeated the feat several times. 
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Carlisle Patriot, 10 October 1818 

 

 

 

Leeds Intelligencer, 2 November 1818 

 

 

 

 

Last week an eagle of the Osprey kind was shot between 

Bassenthwaite and Keswick Lakes.  It was observed by the 

Gentleman who shot it, soaring at a great height above the river 

Derwent, and plunging with incredible velocity into the water 

after its prey.  Upon emerging from the river, it boldly 

approached him, was fired at, and so stunned that it soon after 

perched upon the chimney of an uninhabited house not far 

distant, where it was soon killed by a second shot.  Its length was 

two feet, and the spread of its wings about five.  Its cere and legs 

were blue, its head whitish, its body above brown, and beneath 

white. ï This bird is the Falco Haliaetus of Linnaeus, and it 

frequents the sea coasts and the lakes and rivers of Europe.  Its 

principal food is fish, upon which it darts with great rapidity, and 

with certain aim.  The Italians call it the Leaden Eagle, 

comparing its descent upon the water to a piece of lead falling 

upon that element.  It is not in the Catalogue of Birds 

communicated by Doctor Heysham to the Editor of the History 

of Cumberland, and appears to be a rare inhabitant of this 

County. 

  

To the Editor of the Leeds Intelligencer. 
 

Sir.ðOn Monday last as myself and two friends 

were out in the neighbourhood of Halifax, say in 

Stainland, shooting woodcocks a large bird was 

observed flying over us at a supposed elevation of 80 

yards, at which the party, consisting as I said before of 

three, discharged their guns, and surprising to relate, at 

this great distance the bird fell; when he was first seen 

we fancied he was a Curlew or Whimbrel; upon a 

nearer approach we fancied him of the Heron tribe; but 

he turns out to be an ñOspreyò.  When he first fell, a 

dog seized him, but not being dead, he gave him a 

suitable reception with his large black claws, after 

which a man (one of our beaters) attempted to take him 

up, when the bird laid hold of his finger and drew blood 

instantly; he was at last seized, and conveyed to my 

house, where I have him and am getting him stuffed. 

I have clearly made out this bird to be the Osprey or 

sea Eagle; his length is 2 feet, breadth from tip to tip of 

the wing 5 feet 8 inches; its bill is black, shaped like 

that of the Hawk, with a blue cere, and its eye yellow; 

the crown of its head is white, marked with oblong 

dusky spots; its cheeks and all the under parts of its 

body are white, slightly spotted with brown on its 

breast; from the corner of each eye a streak of brown 

extends down the sides of the neck towards the wing;  

 

 

 

 

the upper part of the body is brown, with each feather 

tipped with a white line at the edge, the tail, is very 

curious, the two middle feathers of it are the same, the 

others are marked on the inner webs with alternate bars 

of brown and white.   

The legs are very short and thick, being only 2½ 

inches long and 2 inches in circumference, they are of 

a most beautiful pale blue colour; the claws very large 

and black. 

This bird, though supposed to be a native of the 

mountainous parts of the north of Scotland, is scattered 

over the extent of Europe from Sweden to Greece, and 

has been found even in Egypt and Nigritia according to 

Buffon; its general haunts are on the sea shore, the 

borders of large rivers and lakes, and its principal food 

fish. 

The Italians give the Osprey the name of the Aquila 

Plumbino or Leaden Eagle, from the circumstance of 

its descent upon the water on its prey being with great 

rapidity, and like, as they compare it, to a piece of lead 

falling upon that element. 

If any other description than what I have given the 

bird is required by any of your readers, I shall have 

great pleasure in affording it. 
 J.E. 
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 Derby Mercury, 18 July 1821 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Hampshire Chronicle, 10 September 1821 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Norfolk Chronicle, 27 April 1822 

 

 

Curious Facts in Ornithology.ðWithin the last three 

years Mr. Joseph Bowman, of Melborne, gamekeeper to Sir 

Wm. Rumbold, Bart. has shot a white Snipe, a white Sparrow, 

a white Swallow, and an Osprey Eagle; the latter bird 

measured 5 feet 4 inches from tip to tip of the wings; ðOn 

the 30th June last a white Jackdaw with straw-coloured legs; 

and on the second instant was shot on the River Trent, 

opposite Weston Cliff, a black Swan, a native of New South 

Wales, and called ñMulgoò by the inhabitants.  It is a 

remarkably fine bird, measuring 4 feet 2 inches from bill to 

tail, and 5 feet 6 inches from tip to tip of the wings; the 

pinions of which are white; the bill a fine red with the 

exception of a black spot at its extremity, and a narrow stripe 

of white just above it.ðThis latter bird is at present I the 

possession of Mr. Joseph Bowman. 

 

A bird of the eagle kind, called the Osprey, was killed on 

Monday, in Stokeôs Bay, by Mr. Jeans, son of the Rev. Dr. 

Jeans, of Egham, now residing at that place, measuring, 

from the tip of the bill to the tip of the tail, two feet, and 

the expanse of the wings, five feet nine inches; the talons 

one inch, very crooked, sharp, and black, and the claws an 

inch and a half long.  The head is dark brown, approaching 

to black, mixed with white; back, wings and tail dark 

brown, with the ends of the feathers white; the covert wing 

feathers white, some barred; inside of the wing dirty white, 

barred; belly quite white; throat like the head, rather 

whiter; bill black; the roots of the under mandible are 

greenish sky blue; thighs white; legs naked, and of a 

greenish sky blue; the eye is rather large, with a large circle 

of yellow.  In shape it is somewhat like a goshawk: the bill, 

thick, strong and very crooked; the five outward wing 

feathers are of a good shape, but with a remarkable 

increase of size in the middle.  The bird is remarkably fat 

for one of the rapacious kind; the legs are of immense size 

and strength, and though both its wings were broken, and 

hit in different parts of the body and head, yet no dog 

would venture in after it when it fell in the water. 

 

A few weeks ago, two fine specimens of the Strix Buba 

(Lin.) or Horned Eagle Owl, were presented by the Duke 

of Norfolk and the Earl of Albemarle, to the Rev. Robt. 

Hamond, of West Acre High House; and this week, the 

Falco Haliaetus (Lin.) or Osprey, was shot and sent to him, 

by Stafford OôBrien, Esq., of Blatherwycke Park, 
Northamptonshire, to add to his beautiful collection of 

stuffed birds. 
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 The Ipswich Journal, 15 February 1823 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stamford Mercury, 30 September 1825 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Windsor and Eton Express, 22 July 1826 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Leicester Chronicle, 18 January 1827 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday last a very fine Eagle, of the osprey kind, was 

shot in a wood of Sir Thomas Goochôs. at Benacre.  Within 

a few years  one eagle has been taken alive, and five eagles, 

and the same number of wild swans, shot on the same 

estate by the same gamekeeper. 

 

 

On Wednesday the 14th inst. as one of the gamekeepers of 

his Grace the Duke of Newcastle was on his usual 

perambulations, he observed a large body soaring in the 

air, which afterwards descended with great velocity to the 

surface of the water, as if intent upon its prey, and 
immediately it rose again, on which he shot at and killed 

it.  When taken out of the lake, it proved to be an eagle, in 

natural history termed the Sea Eagle or Osprey:  it 

measures from the tip of each wing, when extended, 

upwards of five feet, and from the beak to the tip of the tail 

two feet. 

 

A few days ago a beautiful bird of the osprey species was 

shot from the garden at Gateshead Park House, the 

mansion of Isaac Cookson, Esq. jun.  From wing to wing 

it measured five feet eight inches. 

 

An osprey was lately shot at Shirley Manor, Hants 
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 London Courier and Evening Gazette, 7 October 1828 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Cumberland Pacquet, and Wareôs Whitehaven Advertiser, 21 April 1829 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Hull Packet, 27 April 1830 

 A beautiful specimen of that rare bird, the grey 

Phalarope, was shot on Monday last, near the Exeter Lime 

Kilns, and is now in the possession of Mr. W.B. Tucker, 

naturalist, High-street.  It is said that not more than five of 

these birds have ever been killed in this country.ðExeter 

Gazette. 

 A fine large specimen  of the Osprey, or Sea Eagle, 

measuring more than five feet extent of wing, was shot a 

few days since on Kenton Warren, by Mr. Brutton, and is 

now in the collection of Mr. Comyns, at Mountpleasant.ð 

Ibid. 
 

A large Osprey, or Sea Eagle, was shot on the 4th instant, a 

few miles from Cockermouth, by Mr. Wilson, of  

Birkbank.  It measured 5 feet 4 inches between the tips of 

the wings, and is considered a very rare bird in this part of 

the country. 

 

A fine Osprey, or Sea Eagle, lately alighted on the mast of 

a casting vessel passing Flambrough head, and being 

nearly in a dying state, apparently from exhaustion, was 

easily captured.  It was taken to Scarbroô, where it was 

purchased by J. Tindall, Esq. and presented to the museum. 
 


